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Post-harvest foliar strategy
After harvest all fruit crops will go through a period of regeneration and building the crop for next 
season. Tree fruit will initiate and build bud for the next season. Cane fruit will produce next year’s 
cane and build crown to support nutrient demand and during the late summer and early autumn; 
strawberry plants begin forming flower buds within their crowns.  During this period, adequate 
water, light, and nutrients are critical.  

Generalising, we address the major nutrients required; the macro nutrients NPK and secondary nutrients 
Ca and Mg are hopefully taken care of throughout the season. Micro nutrients are also pretty much 
looked after at the specific crop growth stage with foliar feeding.

Post-harvest we raise the importance of Boron and Zinc in terms of the role in which the both attribute 
within the plant. Boron is an essential element to structural integrity of the plant membranes and is 
required for the production of nucleic acid and plant hormones as well as the mobility of plant sugars, 
hence playing a key role in photosynthesis. However, boron is very immobile and is affected during long 
periods of dry conditions and in deficient levels will clearly affect the plants ability to photosynthesise.

Zinc on the other hand is also responsible for the synthesis of many auxin and plant growth regulators 
- (pre cursor for the production of IAA) including carbohydrate metabolism and protein production. Low 
levels within a plant will increase the plants susceptibility to disease. 

Addressing these two elements post-harvest will support the plant through the winter and give optimal 
support for the early part of the season ahead.

Nutrient loading
Late season applications post-harvest should focus on building a crop for winter and loading specific 
nutrients for storage. Work across the world over the past ten years has proven that the loading 
of nutrients into fruit trees, bushes and canes is valuable for maintaining yield and quality in the 
following season and to aid recovery from the pressures of the current season. This is always a foliar 
strategy as the idea is to have phloem mobility of carbohydrates and nutrients which will take any 
applications into the overwintering stems for storage. 

A great deal of work has been carried out on the subject and as always the following nutrients have 
been shown to give the greatest response
• Nitrogen – always as foliar urea application 

proven to be best for late season conversion to 
carbohydrate. 

• Potassium – using nnon-nitrate based 
applications to optimise secondary thickening 
and cambium layer protection.

• Calcium – using non-nitrate based calcium 
sources so not to push luxury growth or 
stimulate auxin production which diverts 
calcium flow.

• Zinc and Boron.
• Sulphur.

We recommend

Mas-Power Boron+ Molybdenum and Mas-Power Zinc have proven to be highly effective 
products for targeted nutrient application. The Mas support package for each nutrient optimises 
foliar penetration, distribution and assimilation by the plant allowing rates of application to be 
low. The Mas-Power product can be applied throughout the season however 1-2 applications 
after harvest will be sufficient to support any fruit crop into the following season. 

For further information contact your EAE advisor - downloads are available on the following link.

 
CLICK HERE for more information on this technology

www.engageagroeurope.com/mas-power 
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If you would like to speak to one of our fruit agronomists contact:

   01257 226590       info@engage-agro.com
Contact 

us

http://www.engageagroeurope.com/mas-power



